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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, June 20,  1939.

ALTHOUGH the two speeches of Dr. Goebbels at Danzig have not
introduced any new factor into the Polish-German problem, they were,
if one can follow the intentions of the German propaganda, intended
to mark a date and an epoch in its evolution. After the warning shot
of April 28, we have, as it were, the beginning of the heavy artillery
preparation designed to intimidate the enemy and disorganize his
countermeasures. The circumstances, the violence of their tone, the
obvious wish to work up chauvinistic passions in the Free City to their
maximum, all give added significance to the words of the Minister of
Propaganda.

From this point of view last Saturday's is the more interesting
of the two speeches. The speaker, it is reported, spoke extempore.
The warm welcome of the crowd seems to have made him improvise
declarations thrilling with enthusiasm from the dress-circle in the
theatre from which he had just watched a gala performance. But
it is, in point of fact, sufficient to read the text of the speech to see
that its terms had been most carefully weighed.

Without discussing the speech as a whole, four essential points may
be singled out as essential:

(1)  Dr. Goebbels reasserted the German character of the Free City,
which no one attempts to deny.   The visit of the Fiihrer's representa-
tive to Danzig Is in itself proof that the population is perfectly at
Ijberty to proclaim its attachment to the German "Volkstum."

(2)  With regard to the international aspects of the problem the
speaker claimed that its present development could in no way be
ascribed to the people of Danzig, who had only one desire, namely to
belong to the Greater German Reich.   This wish was "understandable,
clear, definite and unshakeable/'   "It is your misfortune," he added,
"that your lovely German city should be situated at the mouth of the
Vistula.    According to the theories of Warsaw, cities at the mouths
of rivers always belong to the country through whose territory the
rivers flow.   Rotterdam, therefore, belongs to Germany since this port
is at the mouth of the Rhine and the Rhine is a German river/'

(3)  The Minister of Propaganda made a violent attack on Polish
and British policies.

"The Polish bullies/' he said, "are now claiming East Prussia and
German Silesia. According to them the west Polish frontier should
be the Oder. Why not claim the Elbe or the Rhine? There they would
meet their new allies the English, whose frontier, as we all know, is
the Rhine." The Polish chauvinists are often speaking of a great
battle that will take place outside Berlin. These boastings are the
result of the fact that Polish policy is now passing through its "age of
puberty." We must wait until this disorder disappears of itself.